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Volume 8 Issue 10           
October 2016 

Club Meetings 

First Thursday of each month 
at 7:00 PM                                     

KC Greenville Learning Center 
(Kaskaskia College)               

209 N. Third St.                  
Greenville, IL 62246 

Next Meeting 

November 3 2016 

In This Issue 

2 - Next Months Program 

3 - Meeting Minutes 

5 - News & Information 

6 - Fox Hunt Recap 

7 - Gary K9SCD - SK 

Club Net 

Each Sunday at 9:00 PM on 
147.165 PL 103.5                   

Also on Linked Repeater 
System 

Club Repeaters 

AD9OV/R                       
147.165+ (PL 103.5)            
224.440- (PL 103.5)           
442.925+ (PL 103.5)

OVARC NEWSLETTER 
The Monthly Publication of the Okaw Valley Amateur Radio Club

Job Well Done! 
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November Program 

Basic Wire Antennas & Beams for HF Ham Radio 

Guest Speaker:  Jay Underdown W0PS 

Jay's presentation will provide an educational view for both new and old Amateur Radio 
Operators on how to build HF 
(High Frequency) wire 
antennas.  His presentation 
includes some "how to do" 
basics to get you up and 
running on a small budget 
and includes some sample 
antennas. 

Jay was first licensed in 
Toledo Ohio as KN8LVR in 
August of 1958. He has 
worked for the "REAL" AT&T 
(Long Lines), Ohio Bell 
Telephone, Motorola Inc., and 
has been President of 
Spectrum Resources, a 
Public safety 
Communications Consulting 
firm which he started in 1975 

He is a (retired) Senior Member of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, a 
(retired) senior member of the National Association of Radio & Telecommunications 
Engineers and Certified by that group as a Master RF engineer. He also a Fellow of the 
Radio Club of America, the world's oldest radio communications society. 

 Jay Holds an Amateur Extra Class ham license, a General Radio (formerly a First class) 
FCC license, and is the trustee of the 145.41 repeater. He is also a licensed Private Pilot.  

Jims Engraving 

For all of your glass and ceramic engraving needs, 
in your home or business, as well as gift giving.

www.JimsEngraving.com

http://www.jimsengraving.com
http://www.jimsengraving.com
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MEETING MINUTES 
October 6, 2016 

President Ken Norris KK9N called the meeting to order at 7:08 PM on Thursday, October 6, 2016 in Room 104 of 
the Kaskaskia College Education Center on Third Street in Greenville.  Those in attendance signed the sign-in 
sheet.  There were 14 people present.  A quorum was found to be present.  The meeting began with a welcome and 
introduction of the members & guests present.   

Secretary’s Report: The minutes of the September 1, 2016 meeting were displayed on the screen as printed in this 
month’s OVARC newsletter.  John W9KXQ moved to accept the minutes as distributed.  Seconded.  Motion passed.  
Steve KB9MKT expressed appreciation for Tim’s work on the monthly newsletter.   

Treasurer’s Report: Howard N9GEQ reported that our balance this month is, $XXXX  On motion, the treasurer’s 
report was accepted.  

Repeater Report: John W9KXQ reported no news regarding our repeaters.  He was able to key up our repeater 
through the linked system using a handheld in downtown St. Louis.   

Volunteer Examiner (VE) Report: There was no VE report.  

Program Committee Report: Dan K9DNO asked for ideas for programs for 2017.  The program committee is lining 
up programs for the first several months of next year.  Ken KK9N said that a recent meeting of the Suburban STL 
club that he attended had a good program on learning Morse code.  Ken is scheduled to present next month’s 
program on satellite communication, but he expects to be scheduled for a hip replacement about that time.   We will 
need to find another program for our November meeting.   

Special Events Committee Report: Our second annual ARDF Type Fox Hunt is coming up. It will be on October 23 
at 3:00 at Patriot’s Park west of Greenville.  We will have a potluck dinner at 5:30.  Drinks and meat will be provided.  
Mark Corbus is taking our fox hunt equipment to Centralia this coming weekend for an event.  He will be working 
with Robert Dailey NV9S, Miranda’s dad.   

Airstravaganza: The Airstravaganza special event at the Greenville airport went well.  Rain forced the event to be 
moved from Saturday, October 1 to Sunday, October 2.  Jim KF4NBG got to fly a Piper Cub.  A WWII Avenger was 
at the event.  We visited with lots of people and made a couple of dozen contacts from our special events station.   

Announcements:  

Ken expressed appreciation to John W9KXQ for a nice write up in the newsletter about the Peoria Superfest.  We 
sold almost $1,000 of the Scott surplus gear.   

We have two tables reserved for the Kirkwood (Halloween) Hamfest on October 29.   

Jerry WB9NEY listened to the hurricane net on 14.3 MHz tracking Hurricane Matthew.  It will be interesting to listen 
to.   

Ron KO0Z had a nice article in the September CQ magazine.  He gave OVARC a lot of kind words about our annual 
Field Day competition with the Macoupin County ARC.   

Ken distributed cards about the amateur radio Microwave Update Conference October 13-15 in St. Louis.  
  
Germantown Celebration: John Skain KD9DXF reminded us of the special celebration in Germantown coming up 
next year.  It might be a good event for us to set up a special events station.  The Germantown fire department will 
be sponsoring the 125th anniversary celebration for the community on Saturday, June 10, 2017 from noon until 11:00 
pm.   
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MEETING MINUTES 
October 6, 2016 

Christmas Dinner: The location for our annual Christmas dinner is still to be determined.  It is not known whether 
the Country Club will be available yet after their reconstruction from their fire last summer.  Some thought that Los 
Amigos may have started to rent their large room.  John W9KXQ will look into that location.     

Generator: John W9KXQ showed a generator that we might want to buy for our trailer.  It is a Champion 2,000 watt 
inverter generator, weighs only 48 pounds and runs quietly.  It has a pull start rather than an electric start.  It comes 
highly recommended by Marc N9LIS.  We used Marc’s 3K Champion generator for Field Day.  Its total cost was 
$501.49.  Jerry said that is about $400 cheaper than the similar Honda generator.  Kris WB9SLM moved that we buy 
the generator.  Seconded.  Passed.   

KCC to Begin Charging for Meeting Space: Cary W4GRN shared news from Jeri Davenport that the KC board is 
going to require community groups who use the building to pay $75 per use.  Jeri offered to hold off charging us for 
the rest of 2016 to give us time to find another location should we wish to do so.  The consensus of the members 
present was to find another location for our meetings.  Steve KB9MKT suggested the basement of First Baptist 
Church as another possibility, and offered to give a tour of that facility.  The Lutheran & Presbyterian churches were 
also suggested as possibilities, Kris WB9SLM & Howard N9GEQ would check on the availability of their respective 
churches.   

Sale of Surplus Scott AFB Gear: John W9KXQ reported on his trip last night to the Macoupin County ARC.  Three 
entities were involved in securing the surplus gear from Scott Air Force Base.  Those entities are the Illinois Digital 
Emergency Network, MCARC, and OVARC.  On October 9, 2014 a number of skids of the Scott surplus equipment 
arrived and was stored on South Third St. here in Greenville.  Charlie Richey K9DUE made it happen through the 
surplus property office.  Because OVARC was in the process to become a 501 c 3 organization, we got provisional 
authority to get the equipment.  We had to hold on to the gear for 18 months before we could sell any of it.  We have 
been selling that gear since May 1, 2016.  The gear includes over 200 mobiles, 700 handhelds and 8 VHF P25 
repeaters (new cost $32,000 each). We are selling the repeaters for $1,500 each.  John has sold two of these 
repeaters to date.  If we were able to sell all the major pieces of gear $132,000 could be generated.  If we sell only 
half of that gear, divided by three, each entity could get $22,000.   So far OVARC is up $2,400 on this venture.  
Another $2,000 worth of gear is expected to sell soon.  Les N9MFA said that there are transmitter combiners 
circulators that could also be sold, but have not been priced.   John presented a check to the MCARC for their share 
so far when he attended their meeting.   

Trivia Question: This month’s trivia question was: What amateur-invented AM mode is on 14.230?  The answer is 
slow scan TV, often referred to as SCOTI.      

The business meeting concluded at 8:10 pm.   

Program:    
  
 Cary W4GRN presented a program on building a basic ham shack.  He urged new hams to not feel overwhelmed, 
to find a mentor to help, that it can be done for a low cost, and to start small and add to later.  Your budget, interest 
and space are important considerations.  It will also help to make sure your spouse is okay with your plans.  When it 
comes time to buy gear, local hams may have gear to sell.  Gear can also be purchased at hamfests, as well as 
through websites and commercial stores.  A desk or table, shelves and a comfortable chair is all that is needed for 
basic interior space.  Isolation is helpful.  Basic gear includes a radio and an antenna.  A computer, software and 
headphones can also be helpful.  He urged recruiting help when erecting antennas.  Hams enjoy helping one 
another.  Cary showed photos of how his shack has grown from simple beginnings.     

The meeting adjourned at 8:44 pm.  

Cary Holman 
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The Lewis & Clark Amateur Radio Club was successful Thursday October 27, 2016 as being the 
first Amateur Radio Club in the St. Louis Area to activate a P25 Repeater System.  The actual 
repeater is a Motorola Quantar Repeater on loan from our Surplus Equipment Inventory.  Below 
is the announcement provided by Chris N9VHL:

"The 145.13 repeater at St. Louis regional airport has been changed over to a Motorola Quantar 
running mixed mode analog/P25 digital modes. The repeater is transmitting 100 watts, and we 
measured 75 out of the duplexors going to the antenna. You will want to set up 123.0 hz PL 
tone on recieve, or decode mode or you will hear the digital "noise" when users are talking on 
P25 digital. Those users on P25 should program recieve as mixed mode so you can hear 
anyone on analog as well.  


We also changed out the polyphaser on the antenna system, so we have lightning protection.  


Thanks to St. Louis regional airport for hosting the site, and thanks to Corey Simon K9BTR for 
his help with the Quantar and installation."

If you would like to borrow one of the surplus radios to give this new mode a try, please contact 
Surplus@ovarc.net to make those arrangements.  I was successful in making several P25 
contacts from my QTH Thursday evening (John W9KXQ)


Annual Meeting and Christmas Dinner will be held on Thursday December 1, 2016 6:00 PM. 
Details to follow. 

News & Information

mailto:Surplus@ovarc.net
mailto:Surplus@ovarc.net
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The Okaw Valley Amateur Radio Club hosted its Second “ARDF” type Foxhunt at Patriot’s Park 1 mile West of 
Greenville on Sunday October 23rd.  We had 5 teams participate this year.  The winning team, Shane Lyberger 
KD9GSQ (Team Leader) Josh KD9EZH & Ty KD9CLQ were presented $5.00 each for their efforts.  They found all 
5 Foxes in 1 hour and 5 minutes. 

The weather was a picture perfect fall day and ideal for hiking over the 1.7-mile course where the Fox’s were 
located.  Each Fox’s location had some sweet treats tied to it’s tail and the first couple of teams that located Fox #3 
also found some cool drinks. 

Following the Foxhunt, those in attendance enjoyed a potluck dinner.  Marc N9LIS cooked up some incredible pork 
burgers along with a few hamburgers.  Needless to say, the hungry Fox Hunters quickly devoured them.  There 
were many wonderful containers of food set out for these hunters to enjoy and no one left hungry. 
With the great attendance this year, we can only hope that next year’s hunt will find more hunters involved in this 
great kid friendly event. 

First Place Team: 
Shane KD9GSQ (TL) (Team Leader);  
Josh KD9EZH & Ty KD9CLQ  (1 hr. 5 min.) 

Second Place Team: 
Kat KC9WXT (TL);  
Miranda KC9ZMS, Andrew Lyberger 
(1 hr. 39 min.) 

Third Place Team: 
Rob NV9S (TL); 
Devante Griego, Jerry WB9NEY 
(1 hr. 42 min.) 

Fourth Place Team: 
Alexis KC9VAK (TL); 
Izaria 
(1 hr. 54 min.) 

Fifth Place Team: 
Mark KD9EAJ (TL); 
Katya Akshatina, Tommy DeVore, John KD9DXF 
(1 hr. 52 min.) 

Annual Foxhunt Recap

First Place Team: Ty KD9CLQ,  Josh KD9EZH (Ken KK9N 
Pres.) Shane (TL) KD9DSQ 

The other team photos will be available on the OVARC’s 
Facebook page.  You can see these photos even if you are not on 
Facebook.  Go to www.ovarc.net  and click on the Facebook Page 
link. 

As an additional treat, Rex N9DAN 
brought his drone out and took some 

photos and video of the Fox Hunt.  The 
drone took the group photo

http://www.ovarc.net
http://www.ovarc.net
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Gary G. Hoffstetter K9SCD - Silent Key

Ham Nation 

Wednesday Evenings 

8:00 PM CDT 

twit network http://twit.tv

Gary G. Hoffstetter K9SCD, 71 of Greenville, Illinois passed away Friday, October, 28, 2016 at St. John’s 
Hospital in Springfield, Illinois. Born December 27, 1944 in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, he was a son of the 
late Mr. & Mrs. Wilbur Hoffstetter. He married Barbara J. Friedman on March 14, 1970 in Greensboro, 
North Carolina and she passed away on August 11, 2013. He retired as an Electrical Engineer for 
Southwestern Bell in Dallas, Texas. Gary was a caring and loving father and grandfather. Helpful, a 
volunteer, and he was always thinking of others. He was known as a smart man and a wonderful singer. 
He was also a Scoutmaster for Troop #641 at the Ross School in St. Louis, Missouri. In addition, he was a 
member of the United Methodist Church of Greenville, Illinois and an active member of the Okaw Valley 
Amateur Radio Club.  

He is survived by 1 son, Gary F. (Cheryl) Hoffstetter of Staunton, IL; 1 daughter, Anna M. (Hal) Bumgarner 
of Chanute, KS; 4 grandchildren, Nicholas & Theodore Hoffstetter and Tristen & Nelson Bumgarner; 1 
brother, Gerald (Hilda) Hoffstetter of New York; and 1 sister, Geraldine(Russell) Rhodes of Schram City, IL. 
Many cousins, nieces, and nephews also survive. He was preceded in death by his wife and parents. 

Friends may call from 9 to 11 AM 
on Friday, November 4, 2016 at 
Williamson Funeral Home in 
Staunton. Funeral services will 
follow at 11 AM at the Williamson 
Funeral Home in Staunton with 
Rev. Flo Scott officiating. Burial 
will be held at Memorial Park 
Cemetery in Staunton, IL. 
Memorials are suggested to the 
American Cancer Society or to the 
ALS Foundation.  

Visitation at the Williamson Funeral 
Home from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM on 

November 4, 2016 

Gary K9SCD (in green shirt) with Kris WB9SLM at 2016 Field Day

http://www.williamsonfh.com/notices/Gary-Hoffstetter
http://www.williamsonfh.com/notices/Gary-Hoffstetter
http://www.williamsonfh.com/notices/Gary-Hoffstetter
http://twit.tv
http://twit.tv
http://www.williamsonfh.com/notices/Gary-Hoffstetter
http://www.williamsonfh.com/notices/Gary-Hoffstetter
http://www.williamsonfh.com/notices/Gary-Hoffstetter
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OVARC 
Information  

Repeaters  
147.165, 224.440, 

442.925 

2016 Officers 

President 
Ken Norris KK9N 
KK9N@ovarc.net 

Vice-President 
Tim Rapp KT9TR  

KT9TR@ovarc.net 
  

Secretary 
Cary Holman W4GRN  
W4GRN@ovarc.net 

Treasurer 
Howard Wise N9GEQ 
N9GEQ@ovarc.net 

Repeater Trustees 
Ken Norris KK9N 

John King W9KXQ 
Don Stover KB9EGI 
KB9EGI@ovarc.net 

V.E. Team Coordinator 
Dennis W9DAW 

VEteam@ovarc.net 
  

Net Manager 
Clareen Dunn KB9BEB 

KB9BEB@ovarc.net 

Webmaster  
John King W9KXQ 

Website 
http://www.ovarc.net 

Net Information 

Okay Valley ARC Weekly Net 

The Okaw Valley ARC holds a weekly net on the Linked Repeater System at 9:00 PM 
on Sunday evenings. Net Control Stations serve on a rotating basis. They control our 
“informal Net and take announcements and check-in at appropriate times. All licensed 
Amateurs are invited to check-in. The net observes holidays throughout the year. 
[See Net Schedule Here] 

Illinois ARES SSB HF Net Information 

Frequency - 3.905 MHz LSB

The net is called at 1630 local time on the first and third Sunday of every month. They 
are called by Sections and Bond and Clinton Counties are in Region 8. When Region 
8 is called any station from Bond or Clinton County who is an ARES member, or 
ARES volunteer can check into the net. Every HF station is invited if they would like 
to come onboard. Multiple pathways into your county with information is the goal. 

W9VEY Memorial Net 

The W9VEY Memorial Net meets on Mondays at 8:30 PM on the 146.82 MHz 
Repeater located in Gillespie, Illinois. Mike Funk WA9RUM Net Control Operator. This 
Net has been on the air since 1976. 

General Contact Information 

General Mailing Address 
OVARC Inc.  
P.O. Box 3 Greenville, IL 62246  

Newsletter Editor 
Tim Rapp KT9TR 
Editor Email: KT9TR@arrl.net  
Please send emails regarding articles, new items,  
corrections, etc 

Okaw Valley ARC Website 
www.ovarc.net 

http://www.ovarc.net/net/index.htm
mailto:KK9N@ovarc.net
mailto:W4GRN@ovarc.net
mailto:KB9BEB@ovarc.net
mailto:KK9N@ovarc.net
mailto:W4GRN@ovarc.net
mailto:KB9BEB@ovarc.net
http://www.ovarc.net
http://www.ovarc.net
http://www.ovarc.net/net/index.htm
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Testing Opportunities  

Dennis Warren W9DAW - OVARC VE Team Manager  

Contact Dennis W9DAW (618)-292-9638 VETeam@ovarc.net 

Kaskaskia College Greenville Education Center 209 N. Third St. Greenville, IL 62246  

Courtesy call or e-mail appreciated. Two forms of ID required (one with photo). If upgrading, original, 
plus copy of both license and any Certificates of Successful Completion (CSCE’s) are required.  

Reminder: Dues for 2016 due January 1, 2016  

Dues for 2016 are $25.00 per member per year, second family member is $10. Student dues $5 per 
year  
You can pay Howard N9GEQ at club meetings or send a check made payable to Okaw Valley Amateur 
Radio Club  

Net Schedule 

October 9 - No Net - Columbus Day 
October 16 - KB9BEB - Clareen 
October 23 - WB9SLM - Chris 
October 30 - W9KXQ - John 
November 6 - KT9TR - Tim 

Ken’s Trivia Corner (KK9N) 

What does ARDF stand for as it relates to Foxhunting?

603 E. Harris Ave. Greenville, IL 62246 618-664-3353 will-o-th-wind.com

mailto:VETeam@ovarc.net
http://will-o-th-wind.com
mailto:VETeam@ovarc.net
http://will-o-th-wind.com
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Friends   of   OVARC

Owl Creek Gazette 

“Serving The Self-Reliant And Do-It-Yourself Community of South Central Illinois” 
http://www.owlcreekgazette.com/ 

http://www.owlcreekgazette.com/
http://www.owlcreekgazette.com/
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The Amateurs Code 

- The Radio Amateur is - 

CONSIDERATE - Never 
knowingly operating in such a way 
as to lessen the pleasure of 
others. 

LOYAL - Offering loyalty, 
encouragement and support to 
other amateurs, local clubs and 
the American Radio Relay 
League, through which Amateur 
Radio in the United States is 
represented nationally and 
internationally. 

PROGRESSIVE - With knowledge 
abreast of science, a well built and 
efficient station, and operation 
beyond reproach. 

FRIENDLY - With slow and patient 
operation when requested, friendly 
advice and counsel to the 
beginner, kindly assistance, co-
operation and consideration for 
the interests of others. These are 
the hallmarks of the amateur spirit. 

BALANCED - Radio is an 
avocation, never interfering with 
duties owed to family, job, school 
or community. 

PATRIOTIC - With station and skill 
always ready for service to 
country and community. 

Amateur Radio Is…  

• Community Service  

• Emergency Communications  

• Learning  New Technologies  

• Worldwide Friendships  

•  A Hobby Without Borders!  

Want to become a Ham Radio Operator 
  

Contact us at OVARC@ovarc.net  

P.O. Box 3 Greenville, IL 62246 


